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When I go for walks, I always try to take my camera.
Recently, I became intrigued with the variety of  bumper stickers on 
cars, trucks, vans and even boats.  Looking for new bumper stickers 
made my walks much more enjoyable.  The bumper stickers were 
whimsical, political, arrogant, surprising, cantankerous, outrageous, 
improbable, and zany.

After collecting photos of  scads of  bumper stickers, I began to 
match them with photographs  of  people and places I have taken 
over the years.  The bumper stickers were mainly found in the San 
Francisco Bay Area.  The other photos were taken in my travels 
around America with my wife Liz in our VW camper.  While 
playing with matching the bumper stickers with the people, I was 
continually surprised.   The person seemed to be expressing  the 
message of  the bumper sticker.  My good friend,  Jaren Dahlstrom, 
a graphic designer, helped me shape all this into a book.

To know what Americans are thinking, don’t watch the news, read 
the bumper stickers.

                                                             John Pearson
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